
BREXIT

HORSE MOVEMENTS FROM 1st JANUARY 2021 

PEDEN BLOODSTOCK GUIDANCE NOTES (CURRENT@13.11.2020)



CURRENT POSITION
❖ FROM JANUARY 1st 2021 THE TRANSITION PERIOD ENDS 

AND THE UK WILL NO LONGER BE PART OF THE EU.

❖ TRACES/DOCOM & TRI-PARTITE AGREEMENT NO LONGER IN 
PLACE. 

❖ IF A DEAL IS REACHED AND TRADE BETWEEN EU AND UK 
CAN CONTINUE THE UK WILL BE IN GROUP A FROM AN 
EQUINE HEALTH PERSPECTIVE. THIS IS THE SAME AS 
AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND, SWITZERLAND AND NORWAY. 

❖ CHANGES TO HEALTH CERTIFICATION AND HORSEBOX 
LICENSING WILL COME INTO FORCE IMMEDIATELY AS WELL 
AS ADDITIONAL CUSTOMS & LOGISTICS PROCEDURES. 

❖ HEALTH CERTIFICATION TO TRAVEL HORSES FROM UK TO 
NORTHERN IRELAND AFTER JANUARY 1st 2021 CURRENTLY 
SEEMS TO BE THE SAME AS IT WILL BE FOR UK TO IRELAND 
(EU PROTOCOLS)



CURRENT POSITION
❖ IF A DEAL IS REACHED BETWEEN EU AND UK: FEI 

REGISTERED HORSES WILL BE PERMITTED TO ENTER INTO 
EU ON A TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT BASIS. A DIFFERENT 
HEALTH CERTIFICATE IS REQUIRED DEPENDING ON THE 
LENGTH OF STAY IN EUROPE. 

❖ THE EU MAY NOT AUTOMATICALLY RECOGNISE HORSES 
REGISTERED WITH NON-EU STUDBOOKS. IN THIS CASE 
THESE UK STUD BOOK HORSES WOULD BE DEEMED 
UNREGISTERED UNTIL THE STUDBOOKS BECOME EU 
RECOGNISED. 

❖ UNREGISTERED HORSES (HORSES REGISTERED WITH 
STUDBOOKS NOT RECOGNISED BY THE EU) MAY ONLY ENTER 
INTO THE EU ON PERMANENT HEALTH PAPERS. 

❖ PERMANENT ENTRY HAS A LONGER PREPARATION PERIOD 
(90 DAYS PREPARATION) THAN TEMPORARY ENTRY (40 DAYS 
PREPARATION). 



KEY HEALTH REQUIREMENTS

TEMPORARY ENTRY: MOVING TO THE EU FOR LESS THAN 90 DAYS (EU Studbook horses 
only unless EU recognises UK studbooks)

PERMANENT ENTRY: MOVING TO THE EU FOR MORE THAN 90 DAYS (UK and EU Studbook 
horses)

40 DAYS RESIDENCY UNDER VETERINARY SUPERVISION IN UK, EU, AUSTRALIA, CANADA, 
HONG KONG, JAPAN, KOREA, SINGAPORE, UAE, USA & OTHER GROUP B & C COUNTRIES. 

90 DAY RESIDENCY ON A UK HOLDING UNDER VETERINARY SUPERVISION (OR SINCE BIRTH IF 
THE ANIMAL IS UNDER 90 DAYS OLD, OR SINCE ENTRY TO THE UK IF IMPORTED DIRECTLY 
FROM THE EU LESS THAN 90 DAYS BEFORE EXPORT).

DURING THE FINAL 30 DAYS BEFORE EXPORT - SEPARATION FROM ALL OTHER EQUIDAE NOT 
OF THE SAME HEALTH STATUS (IF UK IN GROUP A). OV (CERTIFYING VET) TO DO SPOT CHECK 
TWICE IN THE 30 DAY PERIOD. 

EIA (COGGINS) WITHIN 90 DAYS OF EXPORT. EIA (COGGINS) WITHIN 90 DAYS OF EXPORT.

FOR ENTIRE MALES OVER 180 DAYS OF AGE EVA VNT WITHIN 21 DAYS OF EXPORT. FOR 
HORSES WITH POSITIVE EVA VNT A SEMEN VI TEST CAN BE DONE, OR STRICT VACCINATION 
REQUIREMENTS CAN BE MET. 

FOR ENTIRE MALES OVER 180 DAYS OF AGE EVA VNT WITHIN 21 DAYS OF EXPORT. FOR 
HORSES WITH POSITIVE EVA VNT A SEMEN VI TEST CAN BE DONE, OR STRICT VACCINATION 
REQUIREMENTS CAN BE MET. 

PASSPORT & MICROCHIP.

**DOCOMS/TRACES/TRI-PARTITE AGREEMENT – NO LONGER IN USE.

** APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATES MUST BE FILED WITH DEFRA 7-10 DAYS BEFORE DEPARTURE.

AN OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN MUST SIGN AND STAMP THE HEALTH CERTIFICATE PRIOR TO DEPARTURE.



ACTION PLAN
REQUIREMENT ADDITIONAL DETAIL

1. CHECK HUMAN PASSPORTS & OBTAIN AN INTERNATIONAL DRIVING LICENCE. HUMAN PASSPORTS MUST HAVE MINIMUM 6 MONTHS VALIDITY. UK DRIVERS WILL NEED 
AN INTERNATIONAL DRIVING LICENCE TO DRIVE IN THE EU. 

2. OBTAIN HEALTH INSURANCE. NO RECIPROCAL HEALTH CARE PROVISION BETWEEN UK AND EU MEMBER STATES.

3. ALL UK ENTITIES WHO WILL NEED TO TRAVEL HORSES TO THE EU MUST OBTAIN AN 
EORI NUMBER (ECONOMIC OPERATOR REGISTRATION).

PLEASE APPLY AT https://www.gov.uk/eori
PEDEN BLOODSTOCK WILL NEED THIS WHEN ARRANGING TRANSPORT OF YOUR HORSES TO 
THE EU.
YOU WILL BE ISSUED A 12 DIGIT NUMBER WHICH IS PRE-FIXED WITH ‘’GB’’ WHICH CAN BE 
FORWARDED TO PEDEN BLOODSTOCK.

4. FOR UK TRUCKS: CERTIFICATES OF COMPETENCE AND VEHICLE APPROVAL 
CERTIFICATES SHOULD BE ISSUED IN AN EU MEMBER STATE BEFORE YOU CAN APPLY 
FOR AN EU TRANSPORTER AUTHORISATION. 

FOR EU TRUCKS: UK CERTIFICATES OF COMPETENCE AND VEHICLE APPROVAL 
CERTIFICATES SHOULD BE ISSUED IN UK BEFORE APPLYING FOR A UK TRANSPORTER 
AUTHORISATION.

CURRENTLY THERE IS NO MECHANISM TO COMPLETE THIS REQUIREMENT IN BOTH UK AND 
EU. 
FURTHER INFORMATION TO BE DISTRIBUTED IN DUE COURSE.
UK VEHICLES MUST HAVE AN EU ISSUED TRANSPORTER AUTHORISATION TO BE USED IN 
THE EU. 
EU VEHICLES MUST HAVE A UK TRANSPORTER AUTHORISATION TO BE USED IN THE UK.

5. ECMT PERMIT APPLICATION IF REQUIRED. THE ECMT PERMIT IS NOT CURRENTLY REQUIRED FOR TRANSPORT OF LIVESTOCK IN 
VEHICLES PURPOSE BUILT OR PERMANENTLY CONVERTED FOR THE TRANSPORT OF 
LIVESTOCK. 

6. ENSURE HORSE HAS A MICROCHIP. ALL HORSES TRAVELLING INTO THE EU MUST HAVE A MICROCHIP.

7. CHECK EQUINE VIRAL ARTERITIS STATUS OF ANY MALES OVER 180 DAYS OF AGE. FOR MALES OVER 180 DAYS DO A SERUM VNT TEST TO ESTABLISH THE EVA STATUS. 
FOR MALES VACCINATED AGAINST EVA CHECK THE VACCINE HISTORY. 
SHARE DETAILS OF VNT BLOOD RESULTS/VACCINATION HISTORY WITH PEDEN FOR ADVICE 
WELL AHEAD OF TRAVEL. DO NOT VACCINATE AGAINST EVA WITHOUT OBTAINING ADVICE 
FROM PEDEN BLOODSTOCK.

https://www.gov.uk/eori


ACTION PLAN
REQUIREMENT ADDITIONAL DETAIL

8. CONSIDER AVOIDING TRAVEL EU/UK OR UK/EU IN JANUARY 2021. ARRANGE MOVEMENTS IN DECEMBER 2020 OR FEBRUARY 2021.

9. FOR A PERMANENT ENTRY INTO EU ON 1ST JANUARY 2021 THE 90 DAYS RESIDENCY 
IN EU/UK WOULD BEGIN ON 1ST OCTOBER 2020. PEDEN BLOODSTOCK WILL ALWAYS 
ADVISE YOU OF THE DATE TO START MONITORING/RESIDENCY BASED ON THE 
EXACT DATE OF CERTIFICATION & SHIPPING OF YOUR HORSE. 

HORSE MAY ONLY BE RESIDENT IN UK OR EU DURING THESE 90 DAYS - THE FINAL 30 DAYS 
THE HORSES MUST BE KEPT SEPARATE FROM HORSES OF A DIFFERENT HEALTH STATUS AND 
BE IN THE UK. THE OFFICIAL VET WILL MAKE 2 UNANNOUNCED VISITS.

10. FOR A TEMPORARY ENTRY TO THE EU ON JANUARY 1st 2021 (WHICH ALLOWS A 
STAY OF 90 DAYS IN THE EU – UNTIL END OF MARCH 2021) THE 40 DAY VETERINARY 
SUPERVISION WOULD BEGIN ON 20TH NOVEMBER. PEDEN BLOODSTOCK WILL 
ALWAYS ADVISE YOU OF THE DATE TO START MONITORING/RESIDENCY BASED ON 
THE EXACT DATE OF CERTIFICATION & SHIPPING OF YOUR HORSE. 

DURING THIS 40 DAYS THE HORSE MUST BE UNDER VET SUPERVISION HOWEVER IT CAN BE 
RESIDENT IN UK, EU MEMBER STATES, AUSTRALIA, SWITZERLAND, NORWAY, NEW 
ZEALAND, BELARUS, CANADA, MEXICO (CERTAIN REGIONS ONLY), RUSSIA (CERTAIN 
REGIONS ONLY), UKRAINE, USA, CHINA (SPECIFIC EDFZ), HONG KONG, JAPAN, KOREA, 
MACAO, MALAYSIA, SINGAPORE, THAILAND OR UAE). * THIS LIST IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

11. EQUINE INFECTIOUS ANAEMIA – MUST BE DONE WITHIN 90 DAYS OF EXPORT FOR 
BOTH TEMPORARY AND PERMANENT ENTRY TO THE EU.

A GOVERNMENT APPROVED LAB MUST BE USED. PEDEN BLOODSTOCK WILL ADVISE ON THE 
DATE YOU MAY TAKE THE SAMPLE ONCE AN EXPORT DATE IS AGREED. 

12. EQUINE VIRAL ARTERITIS - FOR ENTIRE MALES OVER 180 DAYS OF AGE EVA VNT
WITHIN 21 DAYS OF EXPORT. FOR HORSES WITH POSITIVE EVA VNT A SEMEN VI 
TEST CAN BE DONE, OR STRICT VACCINATION REQUIREMENTS CAN BE MET. 

PEDEN BLOODSTOCK WILL ADVISE YOU FURTHER BASED ON YOUR INDIVIDUAL HORSE AND 
BASED ON YOUR SHIPMENT DATE. 

13. APPLICATIONS FOR HEALTH CERTIFICATES MUST BE MADE TO DEFRA 7-10 DAYS 
BEFORE TRAVEL. PEDEN WILL MAKE THESE APPLICATIONS FOR YOU. DEFRA HAVE 
ADVISED IT WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE TO MAKE LAST MINUTE APPLICATIONS. 

THE NEW EU ENTRY HEALTH CERTIFICATES WILL FOLLOW THE SAME PROCESS AS WE 
CURRENTLY HAVE FOR TRAVEL TO A NON-EU COUNTRY FROM THE UK (eg: UAE, USA). 
THERE IS NO POSSIBILITY TO MAKE A LATE APPLICATION UNFORTUNATELY. 

14. BORDER CONTROL POSTS (BCP). ALL HORSES MUST ENTER THE EU VIA A BORDER CONTROL POST FROM JANUARY 1ST. PEDEN 
BLOODSTOCK WILL ASSIST YOU TO PLAN YOUR JOURNEY VIA A BORDER CONTROL POST.

15. REFUSED ENTRY TO THE EU. DOCUMENT, ID AND PHYSICAL CHECKS WILL BE UNDERTAKEN AT THE EU ENTRY BCP. IF 
THERE IS ANY NON-COMPLIANCE THE CONSIGNMENT WILL BE RETURNED TO THE UK. 

16. KENT ACCESS PASS. THIS DOCUMENT IS REQUIRED TO ENTER THE PORT AREA AT DOVER. IT IS ISSUED ONCE ALL 
OTHER REGULATORY DOCUMENTS ARE ON HAND. 



ENTERING EU ENTERING UK

Border Control Points at Designated 
Posts. All entries to EU must be via 
the BCP. 

Border Control Posts not in Place 
until July 2021.

Different BCPs for Registered and 
Unregistered horses. 

Locations of BCPs in UK as yet not 
confirmed.

***Must Book in Advance*** Spot Checks done at Home Premises 
on Return from January 2021 to July 
2021.

Not Yet Fully Ready. *** Stops for Customs Processes will 
be required on entry to UK ***

Low Throughput. Plan sufficient time. Adds Time to the Journey.

Horses to be unloaded and stabled 
for inspection. 

Must notify Defra one day before 
return from 1st January 2021.

Customs and Feed/Hay inspection 
may also undertaken at the BCP.

Locations: 
Calais, Eurotunnel, Caen, 
Cherbourg, Dieppe, St Malo.

BORDER CONTROL POSTS



ENTERING THE UK
❖ CURRENTLY THE HEALTH CONDITIONS FOR TRAVEL OF 

HORSES FROM THE EU TO UK ARE NOT AGREED OR 
PUBLISHED.

❖ HORSES ENTERING THE UK BETWEEN 1st JANUARY 
2021 AND JULY 2021 WILL NOT NEED TO PASS 
THROUGH A BORDER CONTROL POST. 

❖ SPOT CHECKS WILL BE DONE BY DEFRA AT THE POINT 
OF DESTINATION IN THE UK DURING THIS INITIAL 6 
MONTH PERIOD.

❖ CUSTOMS FORMALITIES WILL NEED TO BE ADHERED 
TO AND STOPS ON ENTRY TO THE UK ARE ANTICIPATED 
TO BE REQUIRED FOR CUSTOMS PURPOSES. IT IS NOT 
ANTICIPATED HORSES WILL NEED TO BE UNLOADED 
FOR THIS CUSTOMS STOP.



CUSTOMS

❖ CUSTOMS CLEARANCE WILL BE REQUIRED WHEN 
TRAVELLING EU/UK OR UK/EU.

❖ IMPORT TAXES WILL BE DUE TO BE PAID 
HOWEVER THERE SHOULD BE VARIOUS 
EXEMPTIONS IN PLACE.

❖ FOR EXAMPLE THROUGH THE USE OF THE ATA 
CARNET SYSTEM.

❖ PEDEN BLOODSTOCK WILL ASSIST YOU TO 
HANDLE THESE REQUIREMENTS. 



ENTRY OF DOGS FROM 
UK TO EU

If the UK is not listed by the EU then the below applies:

1. You must have your dog, cat or ferret microchipped.
2. Vaccinate your dog, cat or ferret against rabies - your pet must be at least 12 weeks old 

before it can be vaccinated.
3. Your pet must have a blood sample taken at least 30 days after its primary rabies 

vaccination (from a current series of vaccinations). Your vet may recommend a booster 
rabies vaccination before this test.

4. Your pet’s blood sample will be sent to an EU-approved blood testing laboratory.
5. Wait 3 months from the date the successful blood sample was taken before you can 

travel.
6. The vet must give you a copy of the test results and enter the day the blood sample was 

taken in an animal health certificate (AHC).
7. You must also take your pet to your vet no more than 10 days before travel to get an 

AHC. (The AHC needs to be signed by an official vet. Check with your vet that they can 
issue AHCs for pets.)

8. You must take proof of: your pet’s microchipping date; your pet’s vaccination history; a 
successful rabies antibody blood test result

9. Your pet’s AHC will be valid for:10 days after the date of issue for entry into the EU; 
onward travel within the EU for 4 months after the date of issue; re-entry to Great Britain 
for 4 months after the date of issue

10. You must enter through a Travellers Point of Entry for an inspection
11. A new HC is required for each trip to the EU
12. Travel from EU to UK unaffected (tapeworm treatment) and you can use the outbound 

HC to re-enter UK up to 4 months later. 
13. Please ALWAYS refer to the Defra website for the most up to date information. 
14. Requirements for travel of dogs EU – UK are to follow in due course once on hand. 



ENTRY OF OTHER GOODS

❖ PLEASE BE AWARE OTHER GOODS ON THE 
HORSEBOX MAY BE SUBJECT TO CONTROLS. 

❖ FOR EXAMPLE FEED AND BEDDING MAY NEED 
PHYTOSANITARY DOCUMENTATION, WILL NEED 
TO BE NOTIFIED TO THE RELEVANT AUTHORITIES 
BEFORE TRAVEL AND CUSTOMS MAY BE 
APPLICABLE FOR TRAVEL EU/UK AND UK/EU.

❖ RESTRICTIONS, LICENCING AND CUSTOMS MAY 
ALSO BE APPLICABLE TO VETERINARY MEDICINES 
TRAVELLING  EU/UK AND UK/EU.

❖ FURTHER INFORMATION SHOULD FOLLOW IN THE 
COMING WEEKS.



USEFUL LINKS

❖ WEBINAR: BRITISH EQUESTRIAN 
FEDERATION/WORLD CLASS PROGRAMME

Post transition Horse Movements to the EU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zIC_LJG87DI

Credits: Jan Rogers (Horse Trust), BEF/WCP and Peden

❖ WEBINAR: DEFRA

Exporting Equines from Great Britain to the European 
Union webinar: 
https://youtu.be/QBDVqIiIpCE

Credits: Defra

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zIC_LJG87DI
https://youtu.be/QBDVqIiIpCE


CONTACT PEDEN BLOODSTOCK:

HENRY BULLEN: henry@peden.co.uk +44 7818 413 185

FIONA MCCORMACK: fiona@peden.co.uk +44 7748 864089

MARTIN ATOCK: atock@peden.de +49 171 414 7303

PEDEN OFFICE: +44 1252 844 042 (UK) +49 208 378 2415 (EU)

mailto:henry@peden.co.uk
mailto:fiona@peden.co.uk
mailto:atock@peden.de

